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Knowledge Alliance Applauds Appointment of Ruth Curran Neild to Lead the 
Institute of Education Sciences

Washington, D.C. — Education leaders from the Knowledge Alliance welcomed the appointment of Ruth Curran Neild to lead the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) at the U.S. Department of Education. Neild previously served as commissioner of the National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance at IES. Knowledge Alliance praised Neild for her leadership in making IES’s research relevant to educators and policymakers. 

“Ruth has proven herself to be a national leader in efforts to better connect research, policy and practice in education,” said Knowledge Alliance president Michele McLaughlin. “Now, more than ever, policymakers and educators need and demand reliable and relevant evidence to help improve education systems at the local, state and national levels. In her prior positions at IES, Ruth has demonstrated an ability to champion both rigor and relevance in education research. We look forward to working with her in this new position.”

“This appointment continues to move IES forward in its efforts to provide educators the evidence they need to help kids succeed,” said Steve Fleischman, chairperson of Knowledge Alliance board of directors and CEO of Education Northwest. “Ruth has demonstrated a commitment to improving the quality and relevance of research and technical assistance activities, including the Regional Educational Laboratories, ERIC, and the What Works Clearinghouse.” Fleischman added that this appointment ensures strong leadership at IES to meet its mission of providing rigorous and relevant evidence and widely disseminating it in order to inform education practice and policy.

###

About the Knowledge Alliance
Founded in 1971, Knowledge Alliance is a non-profit, non-partisan organization focused on learning and applying what works to dramatically improve K-12 public education. We advocate for the greater use of research-based knowledge in education policy and practice at the federal, state, and local levels. Knowledge Alliance is comprised of leading education organizations that are dedicated to solving some of the biggest problems facing our schools today through the development and use of high-quality, relevant research.
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